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as ſhe overſet, turned bottom upwards : the cabbin boy jumped from 
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Winde: but all to no purpoſe; for a ſmall ſquall of wind came on 


: | pf — : 52 ; CV 8 2 * 
about eight in the forenoon, and. overſet her; which ſudde diſaſter de- 
caſioned us to get on her ſide, our, boat being looſe in the chocks 5 


2 F | 
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the veſſebs fide and righted the boar, bug, ſhe was quite full, nud 
waſhing with the water's edge: however, ſomle of the people hove the 
boy the end of the boom-tackle fall, which with ſome W 
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ted her bows a little 


inches free, but ſtill full, and (happily for us) a wooden kan happened 
to paſs by the boat, which the boy laid hold of, and bailed her with it 
verytaſt; but before ſhe was half free, ſeveral of our people got into 
ellel now; went down very faſt, and we had no other way 
of ſaving our lives but by this boat. We ſtayed by the wreck as long 


as we thought it convenient, when neceſſity obliged us to quit her, 


order to bring her by the head; which when done, found ſhe went as eaſy 
through the water, as in our dreadful ſituation we could reaſonably 


ind; d being ſeventeen feet long and eight broad, and about 


bucket and wooden kan, being all we could ſave out of the wreck: | 
we lſteered as well as we could about N. W. the wind in the S. W. 

quarter, hazey-weather, till night came on, when it blew very hard. 
and by the coldneſs of the wind, found it was ſhifted to the N. W. 


and take to our boat, (ſnhe being in about twenty minutes all under 
water, except the fore chains.) In this ſituation we left her, being 
eighteen in number, 157 leagues S. E. by E. from the place of our 
| ithout any proviſions, inſtruments, or compaſs of any _ 


ſix inches ee from the water's edge, four oars, a ruther, tiller, 


very deep, found it was not poſſible for her to live above water, unleli-. 
we kept her before the wind: the ſea then running very high, we or- 
dered two of our people to get as far forward in her bows as poſſible, in 


wiſh, This we were obliged to do to preſerve life, notwithſtanding, 
it was running further from the land, as we found to our ſorrow we 
had been ſteering for the greateſt part of the night, about S. E. by S. 
or S. E. About eight in the morning it fell calm, when we conſented to. 
make a fail out of ſome frocks and trowſers which ſome of the people 
had on, and were very willing to pull off for that purpoſe: as for my 
own part Ionly had a pair of ſtriped cotton rrowſers, a thin red ſwan- kin 
waiſtcoat without ſleeves, my ſhirt, and a handkerchief tied about my 
head; this was what I flept in, and -all-ig_was poſſible for me _— | 
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kin of a knife. About ſun ſet we finiſhed our fail, and fer it; ſoon 5 
after which the north ſtar appeared; ſo we found that we could ſteer 

about N. W with a large wind, as we judged it then to be about 
E. S. E. and continued in that quarter about thirty hours, and then 


began to baffle us for about a day; but on Sunday the 6th, in the 


evening, as ſoon as our guide, the north ſtar appeared, a fine breeze . 
ſprung up from the S. W. which continued for five days, dur- 
ing which dime our people began to be very impatient, and our car- 
penter to be very delirious, often attempting to throw himſelf 


overboard. I likewiſe found our ſecond mate was affected much in 


the ſame manner; for as ſoon as the fun appeared a little above the 


horizon, he died very quietly, tho? we little imagined his end was 


| ſo nigh at hand. About an hour after this our carpenter died, whom' 


I expected would have gone ſeveral days before, as he took to drink- 


ing great quantities of ſalt water, as did our ſecond mate for two - 
or three days before he died, till it came from him as clear as the 


water along ſide. : | 


The death of theſe two people ſtruck a great damp upon all our 


ſpirits, as every one feared it might be his turn next. However, 


„ 


wie Xhove them overboard, and cleaned the boat. At this juncture 


| ſeveral of the people were for giving up all hopes of ever ſeeing land 


any more. As for me, I muſt own, it had ſuch an impreſſion on my 


ſpirits, as ſhocked me prodigiouſly, as it likewiſe had on our captain, 
who from this time, ever after, was ſo caſt down, that he ſeldom or 
ever held his head up: but as it was viſible the boat was much 
Itghtened and the morning very fine, ' got them all to lie down, and 
if they could, compoſe themſelves to ſleep (which all of them did) 
the boatſwain and myſelf excepted, who aſſiſted me in augmenting 
our fail; which being done by about four o'clock in the afternoon, 
we got ſome of the others to help us to ſet it, which being done one 


of our people, getting up to make water, called out, he ſaw a ſail, 


Mk be on, 


* 


EY my — 7 
- I AS 
= : > er 
9 ry 5 a 7 5 * 
— 3 * * a 2 
r 
d +25 

8 

1 ry 
* * 
* * 


"fiat to return.to che making of the ſail, the ſeams of which we ſew! > 
with the ſtrands of a fiſhing line, every ſtitch reeved through a bod- > 
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and pointing towards it, we were all fatisfied it was a ſloop, and to the 


belt of my judgment, about four leagues from us. The light of this 
veſſel greatly enlivened our drooping ſpirits, and put new life into 
every man of us; ſo that notwithſtanding our long abſtinence, we 


immediately got out our. oars and rowed with all our might, took 


ſpell and ſpell, double back'd our oars. and juſt about dark got as 
near to her as to be able to hear a noiſe on-board of her, which to 


me appeared to be that of chopping wood]; at this time a light breeze 


of wind ſpringing up, and the ſloop making fail we began to lote 

round of her. We then had recourſe to all the ſignals it was poſſible 
For people in our diſtreſs to make, ſuch as hallooing, calling alto- 
gether, with my Iwan-ſkin waiſtcoat hoiſted at our maſt head, as a 
{ſignal of our diſtreſs—bur all to no purpoſe, for the breeze freſhen- 
ing ſhe ſtill made ſail, and night coming on, we ſoon loſt ſight of her. 


Direct me here, thou moſt gracious Providence, to expreſs in ſome 
meaſure the forrow of us diſtreſſed] as here I can reſt aſſured, every 
one of us exerted himſelf to the utmoſt to come vp with this, veſſel. , 
Our troubles therefore now were inconceivable, as the thoughts of our 
being relieved from our preſent ſtarving condition, had fo animated us. 


as to ſeem to enable us with new life, and the thoughts of our paft 
ſufferings was forgot, by the imaginary joy the ſight of this veſſel gave 


us. But after uſing our beſt abilities, by putting what little-ſtrengrh 
we had to the utmoſt ſtreſs, and being thus unfortunately diſappoint- 
ed of that hope, involved us into the greateſt diſtreſs imaginable : to 
hear the cries and groans of our people would have melted the moſt 


obdurate heart to compaſſion: being again reduced to our former 


ſituation of ſtarving in an open boat, ſteering which way the wind 
would direct us; deſtitute of all proviſions and ncceſſaties, and the 
tenth day we had been without, any of us, taſting a morſel of bread 
or water; ſo that death in various ſhapes preſented himſelf before 
our eyes, and the thoughts thereof had ſuch an impreſſion upon ſeve- 
ral of our people, that they lay down and never roſe again. In 
ſhort, to paint our. diſtreſs in the propereſt light, requires an 
abler pen than mine to deſcribe. This night one William Te 
7ns, 
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Ens, who had uſed the ſea fifty years, and was ſixty four years old died 
as did likewiſe one Hugh Williams. About 10 o'clock the next morning, 
being the 12th of the month, I began to think of making the belt 
diſpoſition in regard to placing the people, and ſome other prepara - 
tions, to enable me to carry fail ſtill the longer, as I plainly ſaw Capt. 
Cogblan would not live much longer, and by the courſe of nature 
thought in all probability I ſhould not be long after him. But what - 
ever circumſtance occured to my thoughts, I kept cloſe to myſelf; 
and as I often had both read and heard of people reduced to our 
diſtreſs had drawn cuts who ſhould die firſt, for the preſervation of 
the others lives, yet F never mentioned it, nor do I remember I heard 
any of our -people- during the whole time of our being together. 


At this time we had very thick and foggy weather ſeveral days toge- 
ther, ſo that I never had an opportunity of ſeeing ſun, moon or ſtars, for 
that ſpace of time, and one or two of our people died daily, until the 
17thday of the month. Our cabbin 255 died, leaving behind him only 
the captain, the boarſwain and myſelf. I for ſeveral days before he 
died, thought of cating ſome of his fleſh when dead and now was 

reſolved to put my longing thoughts into execution; ſo after he had 
been dead about four hours, I put this queſtion to the captain and 

boatſwain, whether they could eat any of his fleſh, and what they 
thought of it. They both told me as well as they could, that they be- 
lieved they could, and as the hoy was dead, thought it no crime. 

Accordingly I cut a piece of fleſh off the inſide of the left thigh, juſt. 
above the knee, and very eagerly put ſome in my mouth to eat, but 
my ſtomach being ſo tar ſpent, I could not. I cut two other pieces 

and gave one to the captain and the other to the boatſwain, bur nei- 
ther of them could ſwallow any part of it, as the body had been ſeven- 
teen days without any ſubſiſtence but his own water, of which, thro? 
my perſuaſions, he drank of ſeveral times (as I myſelf ſtill continued 
that cuſtom;) there was no appearance of any bload following the 
knife until ſeveral hours afrerwards, when there appeared a moiſture 
lixe a white jelly gathering round the edge of the wound, to which 
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live much longer, I therefore got them to ſtow themſelves as far 
forward in the bows of the boat as poſſible, along- ſidę of each other; 
this I did to enable me to carry fail to the laſt extremity ; for when it 
blew very frefh, I was always obliged to ſail before the wind in order 


to keep the boat from filling, as ſhe now made water very faſt, and 
with the water ſhe ſhip'd, fatigued me very much in bailing her. In 


two days after this, viz. the 19th, I judged the captain and boat- 
ſwain were dead, but did not go near them till ſome hours after- 
wards, when I found they were both dead and quite cold. 


I was now to the mercy of God left alone, After 1 had hove the 


remains of the boy overboard, I ſecured my maſt and fail as well as 
T could; and continued the beſt courſe my judgment dictated. In 
this melancholy ſituation I continued till Friday the 25th, when early 


in the morning, after I had done bailing the boat and drinking my 
dram, as I then eſteemed it, to my inexprefſible joy, ſaw a veſſel 
coming before the wind, and as Providence would have it, ſhe drop't 
a little to the leeward, ſo that I with no ſmall trouble got into her 
courſe, which without ſhe altered could not avoid ſpeaking to me; 


for about four o'clock ſhe ſaw me: ſoon after which J dropt along- 
| fide, and held by the chain plates, while they aſked me a great many 
queſtions, as they all feared they ſhould be liable to catch ſome diſ- 


order; and ſeeing the two laſt mentioned people lying dead in the 
boat, cauſed them to be a long time before I could procure from 
them a rope, and gain their conſent to come in; which having ob- 
tained, made the rope faſt to the boat, and with ſome difficulty got 
on board the ſchooner, as I found her to be ſuch, laden with fiſh from 
the Banks of Newfoundland to: Marblehead, commanded by John Ca/ite, 


whoſe crew conſiſted of a mate, two men, and two boys, who were 


ſons to the ſaid John Caſtle, who conducted me immediately to his 
cabbin, where being ſeated, the firſt thing I aſked for was a little 
freſh water: about a gill was brought me by one of Captain Caft/c's 
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ay down on my hands and knees and licked off with my tongue. 
At this time I was very certain, the captain and boatſwain would not 
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own ſons, purſuant to his orders; they then went upon deck 
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after throwing overboard the two dead bodies, hoiſted my boat 
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and made ſail, during which time they left me alone in the cabbin : 


1 then dropt on my knees, and as well as I was able returned my _ 


humbleſt thanks to that moſt gracious Providence, for this his won- 
derful del | 
ſtarving angother dreadful circumſtances, attending the ſame for 
the ſpace of three and twenty days. But to return, being now alone, 
and having been uſed to tolerable good living, I had a ſtrong inclina» 
tion for ſome rum; ſo that being uſed to a cabbin, I began to graple 
about in hopes of finding ſome: the firſt thing therefore I laid hold or 
was a ſtone jug (full of rum as I ſuppoſed) but having ſwallowed a 
{mall quantity found it to be ſweet oil; but this being not what I 


wanted, went in ſearch of more, when I found a ſmallkeg almoſt full, of 


which I took a hearty draught, I believe about half a pint; ſoon after 


cdhis the captain and crew came down into the cabbin and put me to 
bed; I ſlept very ſound for near two hours, during which time * 5b 
made, of which I was fed often, but very ſparingly. The wind no-, 
* inſtant made the 
land of Marblehead, and about eight o'clock the ſame night came tu 
anchor in the harbour: the next day I was put ſafe on ſhore, Where 1 
vas conducted to a bed, and was taken great care of by Mr. Foſeph 
Picket, owner of the ſaid ſchooner. I continued here three weeks, by 


captain had ordered me ſome broth and other kind of victuals 


5 


ntinuing in our favour, we on Sunday the 27 


_— which time I was juſt able to walk about; during my abode here I 
_ - waited on Charles Maenier, Eſq; a notary public, and made oath be- 


fore him of theſe my misfortunes, who very readily granted me a 


proper proteſt of the ſame, which I kept by me for my own entire ſa- 


tisfaction. I after this went to Boſton and ſhipped myſelf on board the 
Palmer, Nathaniel Williams, commander, bound from Boſton to Ear 
dienton, North Carolina, and from thence to London. On our paſlage 
we were taken off the land's end of England by a French privater 


nce, after having undergone the ſevereſt hardſhips, iii 


* 


| inow, February 9, 1761. The French captain thought proper to ſend 7 
the ſhip to Bayonne, but kept me on board his own ſnow, the remains 
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Faefty*s*floop .Swallow,. Captain Robert Brice, was retaken and ſent 
Into Plymouth with the prize, where I arxived March che 2d. Limme- A; 
4 ee went aſhore, and reſolved wit i myſelf to go to London but = 
being deſtitute of every means of Procuring ſabſiſtengg en my 
Journey, was obliged to part with a gold ring, and. 3 _ of 
Focke. which I fold to a jew at my landing, aud wi far: 
| walked up to town, to which I came the 17th it in ao. 
ſtanding I mer with plenty of every neceſſary of lue on . by 
rain Williams, and in this my native country, it was ve In 
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